[image: image1.jpg]5 Forbes Road

Newmarket, NH 03857

USSOU n 603 659 5170 fax 603 659 5388
® WWW.I'USSOUnd.COm






“When things go wrong, don't go with them”

- Elvis Presley

Years from now, the building industry will look back at the current housing slump as a series of lessons on how to react when the market suddenly takes a turn for the worse. 

There are bound to be those who blindly shed excess inventory by dropping prices to bargain basement levels, but the most successful players will be the ones who carefully look for ways to increase the appeal of their properties without having to cut too deeply into the bottom line.

Just as an auto dealer will offer expanded features and other benefits when selling excess inventory, builders are in a position that requires all of us – manufacturers and builders alike – to present consumers with highly desirable, demonstrable benefits that add value to the sale, minus the overwhelming overhead that sometimes comes with a retrofit upgrade.

As a company whose business is tied to new housing starts, Russound is navigating the storm right along with builders, and just like the savviest of the group, we felt these rumblings long ago. In fact, the seismic shift in market demand was a primary impetus in leading the multi-room audio industry to develop a new retrofittable entertainment and communication system that can be added to existing structures with no destruction or new long wire runs.

This retrofit – or as we nicknamed it, retroquick approach will soon manifest in a new Russound system named Collage. The technology behind Collage utilizes the Home Plug Alliance's Power Line Carrier (PLC) technology to establish a new benchmark in how audio and intercom communication is distributed throughout the home. Simply put, PLC sends music, data and other digital information over a home’s standard AC wiring.
Collage is founded on an IP-based system that utilizes the PLC technology, establishing a new benchmark in how audio, Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) and intercom communication is distributed throughout the home. It is designed to give end-users complete multiroom access to digital audio entertainment, existing sources such as CD players, an intercom system and color security cameras. 

Bypassing the need for a centralized controller, amplified keypads and system sources can be placed anywhere in a home where AC power has been run (by tapping off of an existing light switch or electrical outlet box). Though every option will be somewhat different, our version connects an Amplified Keypad to a standard electrical wire run that supplies both power and a communications pathway to a Media Manager that bridges the PLC signals to a local area computer network (LAN) that carries power and digital content throughout the house. 

In turn, sources such as IR devices – including CD players, iPod docks, CCTV cameras, and digital video recorders like TiVO® -- are now part of the network, and can be accessed from any of the installed keypads. In addition, devices within a home network, such as PCs and network storage devices, will also act as sources on the system.

One way in which actual hardware requirements are kept to a bare minimum by incorporating an extensive feature set into the keypad itself. Though it is no bigger than an average light switch plate, the keypad is one of the most advanced, feature-rich controls to be introduced to the market.
Each keypad features a high resolution color display that can be easily seen and read, even when standing off to the side. A convenient, user-friendly click wheel and “soft” touch buttons make it easy to select and control a desired source in a matter of seconds.

To ensure that integrators can install the keypad in a fraction of the time typically associated with a retrofit installation, the keypad is designed with a unique back-box, power pocket solution that fits comfortably in a standard stud bay. The supply itself is fully serviceable and meets UL requirements.

More than a simple control mechanism, the keypad features an internal FM tuner -- effectively adding radio to every zone's source selection -- as well as an alarm clock and sleep timer. An intercom function opens the pathway for clear communication from room to room, in addition to room monitoring and all-zone paging. Multi-room systems with CCTV cameras in place allow the user to see who is at the door or within sight of any installed camera on the keypad's screen.

Like the system itself, installation is nearly as easy as turning on a light switch, or in this case, installing one. Such an extensive, full featured system is typically associated with complex and inconvenient installations. However, belies this perception by making it possible to set-up multiple zones in a day or two. 

The most important benefit of this new technology to the builder’s bottom line is, in my opinion, the ease with which a homeowner can enjoy the system. There is virtually no learning curve on the part of the end-user. No matter how many sources are integrated, the interface remains easy to master and maintain. Even better is how it the value is so clearly demonstrable to the consumer. I have yet to meet one prospect who was not immediately impressed by how easy it was to distribute music and more throughout the house and at how nice the user interaction is. 

Very often, a consumer who is on the fence only needs a clear, inarguable reason to close the sale. By offering demonstrable added-value benefits such as PLC technology, builders will move more inventory today and well beyond the current economic scenario.

About Russound

Since 1967, innovation, quality and reliability have been the pillars of the Russound® product tradition. Located in Newmarket, N.H., Russound, the #1 brand in multiroom audio*, offers the products and expertise customers need to enjoy multiroom audio and video systems in the home. With more than 40 years experience, Russound continues to cater to installation professionals and their customers by pairing powerful systems using the latest technologies with intuitive controls to give customers high-performance, easy-to-use solutions. For more information, visit the company¹s Web site at www.russound.com.


*According to June 2005, 2006 and 2007 studies by EH Research
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